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Petrol heads might recall the phenomenal Sport Quattro S1, Audis 

brilliant short-wheelbase Group B rally car that was nothing short 

of sensational on the dirt. Well, now we have the chance to buy a 

road going version, albeit somewhat tamer, in the shape of the S1 Quattro 

road car.

At fi rst glance, you might not be able to see much di� erence between 

the standard A1 and the S1, but take a closer look and you notice those 

tell tale signs. It’s lower, has a deeper front grill to allow more airfl ow 

and we have a more aerodynamic rear end and four tail pipes. The power 

plant is the ubiquitous VW 2.0 litre that you will fi nd in the Audi TT and the 

Golf R but this version has been tuned to o� er 231 bhp and the addition 

of four-wheel drive makes it very interesting indeed.

Like all such Quattro’s, it’s permanent 4x4 but in reality, the computer 

dictates which wheels are being driven and this o� ers extremely precise 

and stable handling. In short, it goes like a greyhound out the gate and 

just powers onto 62 mph in 5.8 seconds. When you consider the size of 

the car, that is quite impressive.

The interior is up to par with 

all other Audis: well built, 

brilliantly engineered and 

everything there, where you 

want it. I could of done with a 

little more lateral support in the 

seats but that’s getting a tad picky.

The handling is interesting 

dependant on what setting you choose. 

My usual driving mode is Dynamic as it gives 

you the fastest driving experience but here, Dynamic leaves you a little 

unsettled. It is hard as nails and can have a few fi llings out on bumpy 

roads but the cornering is sensational. Choose Auto, and everything 

calms down a little and it is a happy place to be. I left it in Dynamic and 

will be visiting my dentist shortly to replace the fi lling but also to get the 

smile o�  my face.

The only problem with the S1 is the price. Starting at £26,330, it can 

quickly reach £30,000 with extras and that takes it into the territory of 

the VW Golf R. Personally, l prefer Audi’s to VW’s but there is no denying 

the astonishing performance of the R and in many peoples view, the S1 

comes second.

The S1 is a little temptress that encourages bad behaviour and with a 

traditional handbrake (hurray) it just begs to be yanked on in mid-corner, 

after you have disabled the traction control of course.

This is a super hot hatch with bags of personality, grip forever and 

build quality that will fend o�  depreciation better than most. The dentist 

has fi xed the fi lling but says he can nothing about the smile - which is 

due to the fact that when Audi took the S1 away, they left an R8 V10 on 

my drive.

Tell my kids l love them and l will be back - sometime.

AUDI S1
By Motoring Editor, Maarten Hoffmann

TECHNICAL STUFF

Model tested: S1 2.0 litre TFSI Quattro

Engine: 2.0 litre turbo

Power: 231 bhp

Performance: 0-62 5.8 seconds

Top Speed: 155 mph

Economy: 40 mpg

Price: £26,330.00
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