
{ MOTORING REVIEW }

Ok, that’s got that out of the way, now I can begin.

On June 4th , 2015, my life as a highly experienced motoring 

editor changed forever. I am a dinosaur that loves fast, 

noisy cars. Ideally, a V8 or V12 up front, rear wheel drive, two seats 

and plenty of grunt. I have the joy every Monday morning of a new 

car arriving on my drive delivered by the manufacturers for the 

pleasure and delectation of my review. Electric and hybrid cars 

are foisted upon me from time to time, and, although competent to 

a degree, none have blown my skirt up and all seem like politically 

correct tinkering with existing models. In short, they are all mostly 

a waste of time with dodgy styling, useless range and most have 

a noisy and highly polluting diesel engine sitting alongside the 

electric motor that kicks in after less than 60 miles to charge the 

batteries. They are, in the main, small city cars that already do a 

gazillion to the gallon. Pointless.

Then the Tesla S arrived. Oh, here we go again – another car 

that I will force my wife to drive for the week as I cannot face it. 

But hang on, this is rather good-looking, and upon depositing my 

derriere into the warm leather seat I am forced to ask if this really 

is an electric car? It all seems so normal. Luxurious but normal. 

Then I spot the giant i-pad in the centre of the dash and the digital 

displays that o� er a clue to the car’s origin. Wearily, I decide to 

give it a go and whoosh! Life will never be quite the same again.

This is one of the most remarkable cars I have ever driven and 
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TECHNICAL STUFF:
Model Tested: Tesla S
Engine: none
Performance: 0-60mph 5.4 seconds
BHP: up to 691bhp
MPG: Unlimited
Range: up to 312 miles
Top Speed: 140mph
Prices from: £49,500

proof, and proof is needed, that electric cars are 

the future, and I can assure you that I have taken 

considerable stick over this cultish conversion. 

The Tesla looks like a conventional stylish 

executive car from the outside, as, cleverly, they 

realise that’s what the buying public are used 

to, and there would be less resistance than if it 

looked like something out of Star Wars, but that 

is where the similarity to anything else on the 

road ends.

The Model S has only battery power but will 

go from standstill to 60mph in 5.4 seconds 

and proceed to 140mph in total silence. That 

shatters the acceleration of most cars in its 

class, but that is not all. It does it seamlessly. 

There is no jerk as you change gear or the 

auto box does it for you. There is just power – 

seamless, silent, smooth power. It is so smooth 

and so silent that you wonder if you are really 

driving or in a simulator.

The car hauls around no engine, gearbox, 

fuel tank, hand brake or exhaust pipes. It emits 

nothing as there is nothing to emit. It has no 

mechanical moving parts; no metal or steel 

mechanical linkages; no rotating mechanical 

parts as there is no engine. Open the bonnet 

and you are faced with a boot. Open the boot 

and you are faced with a boot. It takes a minute 

to get your head around it, along with realising 

the joyous fact that you will never again visit a 

petrol station. 

Really, this is total a game changer. A 

comparison is required here, so let’s have a 

look at the BMW M5, the legendary super saloon 

that will hit 60mph in 4.6 seconds. That’s fast, 

but it will do less than 20 miles to the gallon and 

at 1.17 per litre (£5.32 per gallon) that burn out 

is costly. So a trip to the south of France in the 

M5 will cost you £480 return in fuel alone. In the 

Tesla, it will cost you zero, squat, nada, diddly.

But, I hear you ask, what about that ever-

present little devil called range anxiety? Range 

anxiety has always been present with cars, 

be they petrol or electric, as when the needle 

says you are close to empty, you need to fi ll 

up. The same with the Tesla, but the computer 

works it all out with the use of the heavenly 

ZapMap that automatically tells you where 

the next charging station is, how long to get 

there and how to get there.Then, and this is 

the game-changer, it takes only 20 minutes for 

a half charge that will get you 125 miles or 70 

minutes for a full charge of 250 miles using one 

of Tesla’s Superchargers, and it is free - and 

only Teslas can use it. Absolutely free to charge. 

So, whilst ye olde fashioned folk are pumping 

fossil fuel into their gas guzzlers, you plug in 
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