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The number 4 is a new one for BMW. It’s 

really the new 3-Series but wider, four 

doors and a hatchback. It is also lighter 

by 45kg and with a lower centre of gravity and 

certainly more sporty than the 3-Series and the 

pillar less doors certainly add a touch of cool. If 

Audi can get away with the A5 sport coupé-

hatch, then why not a coupé BMW?

This is a very handsome car and the interior 

is beautifully laid out, with a real handbrake 

as opposed to the electrical version that is 

infecting the world these days. Upon settling in, 

the fi rst thing you notice is the superb seating 

position. The left arm rest and right rest in the 

door are perfectly positioned to give you that 

armchair feel that you want in an automatic 

and the seats give a cheery welcome to your 

bottom and hold you very well when cornering.

The dash layout is familiar and the cars 

iDrive system controls all the basics functions 

with the addition of the ability to scribble 

letters for the SatNav onto the top of the dial, 

which is great when you are trying to re-set 

the Nav whilst driving - which of course you 

should never do. The iDrive knob has great 

solidity about it and clicks nicely into position 

when you are setting your destination via the 

6.5 inch colour screen. Another cool feature is 

the 3D setting on the SatNav that shows you all 

the buildings as you drive past them. The only 

trouble here is that l was constantly looking at 

the buildings to see if they matched what l was 

actually driving past.

The thrill of driving has always been the 

main reason for buying a BMW and this does 

not disappoint. The handling is superb and 

well composed, with beautifully weighted 

steering and fi nely balanced handling, it inspires 

confi dence and with rear wheel drive, it reminds 

you of actually driving a car as in the old days. 

That’s not to say that you are alone as there is 

enough computer power in this thing to launch 

the space shuttle but it doesn’t interfere unless 

you act like a wally and try to overdrive the car 

or indeed, your ability. The M could be regarded 

as a tad fi rm but l would recommend the 

optional adaptive suspension, ensuring it is even 

more composed on cornering. It is astonishing 

when you corner as you really do feel the 

direction through your wrists and it ensures you 

are in touch with the car.  With so many cars 

these days there is a slight detachment from the 

driving experience but not here.

I hate diesels but then you probably know 

that as l bang on about them ad nauseam but l 

will try to remain objective. The diesel engines 

in the 4 are a tad clattery when cold but the 

same can be said for just about every diesel 

engine out there but it settles down when 

warm and at cruising speed, you don’t notice it 

at all. This car is so well insulated that with the 

windows up you barely notice a thing. With the 

collective German artistry for building cars, is it 

beyond the wit of man to create a diesel engine 

that does not sound like a black cab? Anyway, 

l digress.

Long distance cruising is a breeze in this car 

and after a 120 mile journey, l got out feeling 

as fresh as a daisy and ready for 120 more. I 

had the 420d M Sport and it is quick enough for 

most but l needed more. Flick the gear lever 

over to the left and you fi nd the Sport mode and 

this changes things considerably. It sharpens 

everything and releases a few more horses from the paddock and whoosh, 

you are o�  down the road. I never drove it again in anything other than 

Sport and l would venture, neither will you.

There is a good range of engine options and the gearbox is seamless 

with the Drive Performance Control and if you feel the need to wiggle 

the paddles, then they are there and are equally seamless. Niggles, well 

only one really. What a very silly place to put the start button. Tucked up 

behind the steering wheel which leads to you digging around with your 

fi ngers to fi nd the blasted thing but you know how good this car is when 

that is all l can fi nd to moan about.

The 4-Series is a fi ne all-rounder that will never disappoint and will 

re-introduce you to the art of actually driving.

BMW 4-SERIES 
GRAN COUPE Motoring Editor:
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TECHNICAL STUFF
Model Tested: 420d M Sport Gran Coupé
Engine: 1,995 cc 184 bhp
Performance: 0-62mph 7.7 seconds
Top Speed: 143mph
Economy: 57.6 mpg combined
Price from: £30,125.00
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